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The Greatness of His Power 
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Ephesians 1: 15-23 
 
 
Well, it happened to me. I was wondering how long I could test the system until it got to me 
too. I mean, I’ve always heard about it happening to other people but I thought “there’s no 
way that can happen…it’s so irresponsible, so negligent.”  But there I was one day this past 
summer waiting to pick up dry cleaning only to be told that they didn’t have any clothes of 
mine on the rack. “Um, I’m positive  I dropped a shirt off last week.  It was blue.”  “I’m sorry, 
there’s nothing here under your phone number.”  After a few back and forths, no luck.  I 
thought, “So that’s it?  I guess I’ll never wear that shirt again.”  Can they really just lose a 
shirt? 
 
Fast forward to a couple weeks ago where I was at the same dry cleaners picking up a 
couple of shirts (you should know - I have a hard time severing relationships with 
businesses).  As the clerk flipped the switch and shirts started to whiz on by, something 
caught my attention moments before the shirts I was waiting for arrived.  Only for an instant, 
the image of a gray and white striped shirt remarkably similar to one of mine flashed before 
my eyes and remained imprinted on my mind.  I paid for my shirts and went home.  But I 
wondered and it kept nagging at me so I checked my closet and sure enough, no gray and 
white striped shirt! What?  They’ve got that one too?  This cannot stand.  You see, in a 
season of life right now where I’m spending most of my time at home feeding infants, 
changing their diapers, and trying to get them to sleep, I needed this small victory. I would 
recover my lost shirt.  
 
So I drove back to the dry cleaners, and as politely as I could, I asked if she could start the 
machine until that shirt came around again.  I even showed a photo of me wearing the shirt in 
question.  I waited.  And waited.  Come on…Finally!  There it was!  But there was more!  Not 
only was the gray and white striped shirt there, but the blue one as well….and three other 
shirts I didn’t even know were missing all with a ticket under the name John Foster.  Nice try 
John Foster.  I had recovered what was lost and all was well.  I also learned that I should 
probably keep better track of my clothes.   
 
In the Christian calendar, today is Christ the King Sunday.  It is celebrated on the Sunday 
before the 1st Sunday of Advent, which is unbelievably next week! It makes a nice 
transitional week preparing us for the season which follows, helping us keep a cosmic 
perspective on the unfolding of God’s plan even as it narrows and narrows until all the focus 
is on the little town of Bethlehem.  On this Sunday we are reminded that everything in 
creation and culture must ultimately submit to Christ.  In other words there is no aspect of our 
lives that is off limits to the claim that the Lordship of Jesus Christ places upon us.   
 
I had never known this but the presence of Christ the King Sunday in the Christian calendar 
is a very recent phenomenon compared to the other seasons and holy days.  It was 
authorized as a feast day by Pope Pius XI in 1925 and included in the Revised Common 



lectionary in 1992. It originated against the backdrop of increasing authoritarian regimes in 
Europe, and so the Church sought to proclaim with renewed focus and urgency the supreme 
authority of Christ over every ruler and power. 
 
In the two passages we heard today, we encounter two distinct audiences, though in both 
contexts there is an unnamed but acknowledged presence of an ominous and threatening 
empire.  The letter to the Ephesians has the backdrop of the powerful Roman empire.  We 
also hear the prophet Ezekiel, centuries earlier, bearing a message for people of the southern 
kingdom of Judah in exile, Ezekiel himself among the first to be deported at the hands of the 
Babylonian empire. 
 
And so in both situations there is full knowledge of what power looks like.  The Babylonian 
empire had conquered the kingdom of Judah, exiled its people, and eventually would destroy 
the Temple. The city of Ephesus was a center of tremendous imperial influence with 
reminders of the power and might of the Roman emperor all over the city.  Moreover, the 
people of Ephesus were fully aware what happened to those who challenged the power of 
the Roman Empire. 
 
Yet, the letter to the Ephesians proclaims that Christ is seated at God’s right hand, far above 
all rule and authority and power and dominion, above every name that is named, not only in 
this age but also in the age to come.  Right at the outset of this letter, the first task is to 
establish or perhaps remind the young church about the preeminence of Christ.  We should 
not miss the fact that this is political dynamite.  This is not a general statement. 
 
In the midst of earthly rulers and nations vying for supremacy, the letter to the Ephesians 
asserts that they are all fraudulent counterfeits when you really see, with the eyes of your 
heart or inmost self – when you really see what God has done in Christ. When you get caught 
up in following Jesus, all allegiances and loyalties to earthly power fade because of his total 
claim on our lives. It’s true in the 1st century as much as the 21st but there is also an eternal 
perspective to these words because it is not just in this age but also in the age to come that 
Christ sits above all power. 
 
And it is that word, power, that is so crucial to this passage.  The manifestation of God’s 
power looks nothing like the power structures of this world.  That is because God’s power is 
about raising the dead.  The resurrection is the event where we see God’s power fully 
unleashed. God’s power brings life where there is death.   
 
We know all too well the way power tends to be exercised in our world.  Ezekiel lists all the 
different ways power has been abused by the powerful just before the passage we read in a 
scathing indictment on Israel’s kings. “Ah, you shepherds of Israel who have been feeding 
yourselves!  Should not shepherds feed the sheep?  You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves 
with the wool, you slaughter the fatlings; but you do not feed the sheep.  You have not 
strengthened the weak, you have not healed the sick, you have not bound up the injured, you 
have not brought back the strayed, you have not sought the lost, but with force and 
harshness you have ruled them.  These are just samples of the playbook for abusing power 
and neglecting the most vulnerable, a playbook seemingly handed down throughout the 
generations.   
 



The basic premise is acquire power at whatever cost, no matter who gets hurt and once you 
have it protect it at whatever cost, no matter who gets hurt. But the power of God - the 
resurrection power of God works differently and has been working differently from the 
beginning.  I love the way Baptist pastor John Kinney describes it, this from an article in 
Sojourners magazine.  He writes, “Power… is the possessing of enough security in being that 
one can release life from one’s center to birth life in empty and lifeless space.  The 
omnipotent God is so secure in being that God is not threatened by the giving of life to all life.  
The power God reveals is not power to be over, but rather it is power to be with: it is life-
giving power.  Resurrection power. 
 
Christ the King. Maybe we have trouble with that word, right?  I mean, when we think of 
kings, we don’t think of rulers in touch with the people.  When you tour ancient castles and 
palaces you don’t get the impression that the average person mattered all that much in the 
world of the king.  But maybe that’s the point.  Jesus subverts kingship and shows himself to 
be king in a completely unexpected way.  Though, we get hints along the way, not least of 
which in this beautiful section of Ezekiel.  Because the shepherds of Israel have failed, God 
says, I myself will search for my sheep.  I will seek them out. I will rescue them.  I will seek 
the lost, bring back the strayed, bind up the injured, and strengthen the weak. 
 
That is our story. We are the sought after, the rescued ones of God.  We are the Church. 
There are a couple spots in the Ephesians passage concerning the Church that we might 
quickly gloss over.  Verse 19 essentially says that the same power that raised Jesus from the 
dead is at work in the life of the Church.  I pray, the passage says, that you may know what is 
the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his 
great power.  There is power in the people of God and the Church is, as the passage 
concludes, the body of Christ - the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
You know, it can be tempting sometimes to let the Church off the hook and say something 
like, “Don’t look at us, just look at Jesus.”  But really, when you look at the church, you should 
find Jesus there.  We should expect to encounter the same love and grace, power and 
strength in the church that we encounter in Jesus.  Christ is king, seated at God’s right hand, 
far above all rule and authority, power and dominion.  Above every name.  The immeasurable 
greatness of his power is that he was willing to forsake it all to seek and to save the lost for 
our sake and for the sake of the whole world.  Christ is king and shepherd, Lion and lamb, 
ruler and servant.  On this Christ the King Sunday on the brink of the season of Advent, we 
stand in the center of the mystery and paradox of faith.  We look to the end where we see 
Christ above every ruler and power while at the same time looking in wonder at the way he 
entered the world in seeming powerlessness and vulnerability.  What joy and what a gift that 
God should seek us out.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
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