ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD
December 31, 2017                                         
   8:30 & 9:45 AM
PRELUDE                   Christmas Carol selections 
WELCOME          (Please sign and pass the Friendship Pad in your pew.)
CALL TO WORSHIP:  
from Isaiah 61 / Psalm 148 
Leader:  I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 

    my whole being shall exult in my God; 

People:  for He has clothed me with the garments of salvation,   

               He has covered me with the robe of righteousness.

Leader:  Praise the Lord! Praise God from the heavens. 
People:  Young men and women alike, old and young together!
Leader:  Let us praise the name of the Lord,
People:  whose name alone is exalted above earth and heaven.        

ALL:
    Praise the Lord! 
HYMN #134              Joy to the World    
  (please stand if able)
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION   

Merciful God, we confess that we have not lived as Your faithful children. We have kept silent in the midst of prejudice and hatred. We have been idle in the face of violence and injustice. We have not been a light to the nations, and our lives have not revealed Your glory. Forgive us. Repair the ugliness of our sin and restore in us Your beautiful grace. Receive now our silent confessions. . . (time for us to offer silent prayers of confession.)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Pastor:
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.

People:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

CHORAL RESPONSE                                        (please stand if able)

Refrain from “Angels We Have Heard On High”

Glo – ria, in excelsis Deo.

Glo – ria in excelsis Deo.

APOSTLES’ CREED                   
(please stand if able)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
THOUGHT FOR CHILDREN                          
(9:45 only)

CONGREGATIONAL GREETING – “The Peace of Christ”

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
……….Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever, Amen.
OFFERTORY
(8:30) 
El Noi de la Mare
Jon Frost

(9:45)
Angels We Have Heard on High 
Cameron Marvel
DOXOLOGY 
(please stand if able)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise Him all creatures here below.  Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts.  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.   
UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Loving God, we give You thanks for the light of the world, Jesus Christ, through whom we have received adoption as Your children.  With Jesus our brother, we dedicate these gifts and ourselves in ministry to the world.  May we live as heirs of Your promises and bring honor and glory to Your name.  Amen.  (please be seated)
SCRIPTURE LESSON     Isaiah 61:10 – 62:3
(Pew Bible pg. 604)
HYMN #145       
     What Child Is This                    
SCRIPTURE LESSON            Luke 2: 22-40         
     Kathy Smedley
Pastor:
The Word of the Lord.


People:
Thanks be to God.

SERMON                       “Winter Grace”                         Jennie Clark
HYMN #110                   Love Has Come    
 (please stand if able)

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE                       Joy to The World
(8:30)
                                   Hark, The Herald Angels Sing
(9:45)
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    Worship Times:

          8:30 a.m.

          9:45 a.m.

        11:10 a.m.
	WELCOME VISITORS!  We are glad you are here today.  To help us welcome you personally, please sign the Friendship Pad with your name, address, email and/or phone number.  

You will find literature about Westminster at the Information Center.  If you are interested in knowing more about being a follower of Jesus, have any questions, or desire follow-up information, please speak to one of the pastors.  Following worship they can be found greeting at the doors of the sanctuary

The next new members’ class is Saturday, January 27, 2018, 9:00a.m.-1:30 p.m.




LECTIONARY PASSAGES FOR TODAY are:  Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40.  In addition to Sunday readings, there are lectionary readings for every day. Go to www.westminsterpc.org/grow/spiritual-practices/daily-lectionary to the box called “Lectionary Reading” and click on the date.

THE BULLETIN COVER PAINTING is Anna in the Temple by artist Jerry Bacik.

The flowers on the pedestals are given by Scott and Gail-Tanzola Seymour in loving memory of Scott’s father, Paul Seymour and Gail’s mother, Marie Ellis.
USHERS 9:45 A.M.:
Steve Miller (head usher), Mary Jane Anders, Sam Blank, Bob Krauss, Kathy Miller, Dave Stilley
GREETERS 8:30 A.M.:
 Diane DeSieno-Lane
GREETERS 9:45 A.M.:
Betsy McFadden



Grace McCord
Schedule for Sunday School

· 8:30am:  Childcare for infants through 4 years of age.
· 9:45am:  Childcare for infants through 3 years of age; Large group Sunday school for 4 years old through 5th grade

· 11:10am:  Childcare for infants through 4 years of age; Large group Sunday school for Kindergarten through 5th grade

Checks that are written, mailed and contain a postmark of any date prior to and including December 31, 2017 will appear as charitable deductions on your 2017 statement.  The postmark date is the key to determining which year the charitable contribution is recorded.  Gifts placed in the offering plate during the first worship service in 2018 will not qualify as a charitable contribution in 2017, even if the check was written in 2017.
*          *          *          *          *          *           *          *          *

Ministers of Jesus Christ       
 All the Members of the Congregation

Pastors             
 Jennie Clark, Jon Frost, Ann Hatfield, Don Lincoln

Parish Associate                                         
                       Ed Brandt

Pastor Emeritus                                         
               Robert D. Young

Director of Children and Family Ministries               
       Sue Spotts

Director of Music                                                     
        Bob Morris

Associate Director of Music/Organist                
      Glenn Kinckner

Director of Alternative Worship                             
             Jon Frost

Director of Youth                                                  
           Chris Clark

Bell Director                                                         
         Ron Bellamy

Church Administrator                                
               Gerry McShane

Communications Director
Lynn George

Office Administrator                                                  
          Barb Drain

Office Assistant                                              
              Laura Mauro

Sunday Receptionist                                  
                 Linda Irwin

Financial Administrator                             
           Donna Harrison

Financial Assistant                                         
          Karen Randel

Westminster Preschool Director                 
          Jackie Steinmetz

Westminster Preschool Administrator          
     Kimberly Cowert

Westminster Preschool Administrative Assistant    
      Sarah Jones

Thrift Shop Manager                                    
         Karen Koepke

Childcare Coordinator                     
                    Patrice Stilley

Custodians      
           George Baldt, Joe Callan, Jim Worthington

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

10 W. Pleasant Grove Rd.  West Chester, PA  19382   610-399-3377

info@westminsterpc.org       www.westminsterpc.org 

WORSHIP INFORMATION

WEEKLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE


Sanctuary
  8:30am – Traditional worship with choir

  9:45am – Traditional worship with choir

11:10am – Contemporary worship with band


Chapel Service on Wednesday

  9:10-9:30am – Prayer and Communion service

CHILDCARE FOR INFANTS AND TODDLERS is available at all Sunday morning services.  BULLETINS FOR CHILDREN are available from ushers, or are located on shelves above the coat racks.  

A REMOTE TV MONITOR is in the church parlor (just outside the sanctuary in the west hallway) to view and hear worship in progress for those with restless children or who need to leave the sanctuary.  

HEARING ASSISTANCE DEVICES are available for worship at the Information Center in the Narthex.  Additionally, the sanctuary is equipped with an induction loop system that transmits to hearing aids and cochlear implants with telecoils.
LARGE PRINT bulletins and hymnals are available from the ushers and SPANISH AND KOREAN BIBLES are located above the coat racks.  

TAIZÉ PRAYER in the Chapel and contemplative worship occurs various times throughout the program year.  Visit our website or call 610-399-3377 for dates and times.

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION is celebrated the first Sunday of every month in all services.  If you desire or know of someone desiring HOME COMMUNION, please contact Ann Hatfield, Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care at 610-399-3377 ext. 114.

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM is celebrated the second Sunday of every month.  Our BAPTISM CLASS is offered the last Sunday of each month, except December, at 11:10am in the Chapel.  Please contact the office to register for the baptism class.

WCHE 1520AM RADIO broadcasts Westminster’s traditional worship service at 12:00 noon each Sunday.
TRANSCRIPTS OF PREVIOUS SERMONS can be found on the table in the narthex just outside the sanctuary center doors.  Audio and text versions available online at www.westminsterpc.org. 


WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Knowing Christ…..Making Christ Known
December 31, 2017
8:30 and 9:45 A.M. Traditional
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GATHERING THOUGHT
Unlike the other figures in the nativity story, Simeon and Anna didn’t get an angelic announcement nor did they receive celestial navigation.  They had their heart and their mind and their faith and their eyes – just like us.
· Beth Scibienski
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