Westminster Presbyterian Church

ANNUAL

REPORT
Presented to the Congregation Sunday, January 19, 2020
1

Mission
Knowing Christ, Making Christ Known

Vision
As followers of Jesus Christ, we commit to: worship that
glorifies God and transforms us, intentional, hope-filled
community, a lifetime of spiritual growth and joyful
generosity, as we are sent to demonstrate the Kingdom
of God in the world.

The Focus of our 2019-2023 Vision
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•

We Expand Our Witness: WPC intentionally invites
all people to a faith journey with Jesus Christ.

•

We Serve our Neighbors: WPC leads in responding
to community needs through volunteering, social
engagement, and outreach.

•

We Work Toward Affordable Housing: WPC takes a
leadership role within the community to ensure that
no one is forced to live in substandard, unsafe
housing or experiences homelessness.

•

We Equip our Emerging Generation: WPC actively
engages youth (16-18) and young adults (19-30) on
their faith journey.

Dear friends:
It’s hard to believe I am now in my TWENTIETH year of ministry at Westminster,
and completing my FORTIETH year of ministry since my ordination! Who would’ve
thought??? More than half my career spent in one congregation; and what an
amazing place it is to serve!! As I usually say – what a year it has been – like all of
them!! Here are a few 2019 milestones (among many) that come to mind.
•

Westminster is debt-free for the first time since 1991. THANKS to the many
people over the years who have contributed to ANY or even ALL of our seven,
three-year campaigns and the 2019 “Capital Challenge” campaign.

•

Worship Streaming: The average weekly number of individual IP addresses tuned into Westminster’s
live-streaming worship is 169, many of them with multiple persons watching. The weekly average attendance
at Maris Grove – the largest of the three retirement communities where our service is being viewed – is 80
persons. That means on average, AT LEAST 240 people outside our building are joining us in worship every
Sunday! What an amazing use of technology.

•

Our Vision implementation teams led us on some incredible, amazing adventures in 2019. The Audrey Assad
Concert packed our sanctuary with hundreds of people, most of whom were not members but were from the
community, and the majority of whom were under 40. Our Stewardship of Life and Awareness Sunday
spoke poignantly to the issues of addiction and the need for faith communities to be a safe place to seek
support. We’ve NEVER had so many nametags used in one year, and I am confident more of us know more
names than ever before. Keep checking in at the KIOSKS! We created the “New Beginnings Affordable
Housing Fund” – the first of its kind in the area, working with the Chester County Foundation to raise capital
and deploy it for affordable housing projects in Chester County. And MUCH more happened!

•

While a different kind of milestone, at the end of 2019, Westminster dropped below 2,000 members for the
first time since 2006. We peaked at 2,153 in 2011 and have had very modest declines since then. An increasing number of deaths is one factor contributing to this statistic. But comparatively, we have greater
attendance and membership than MANY large churches once had. Twenty years ago we were the 125th
largest PCUSA congregation; today we are the 28th largest. But please don’t forget to invite neighbors, friends
and colleagues to join us for worship, study and/or mission! Nothing tops a personal invitation when it comes
to growing a congregation’s membership.

You will find a host of other milestones in the life of our ministry throughout this annual report, as children, youth
and adults have enjoyed worship, engaged in mission, explored growing in and sharing their faith, resources have
been leveraged for the benefit of others, and the households that make up Westminster continue to share the
Good News of Jesus Christ with one another and the world.
It is great to serve as one of your pastors!!

Don Lincoln, Pastor
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Trustees

Herb Brownett, President
2019
Mary Jane Anders
Rob Necarsulmer
Jeff Spotts
Alison Wood
2020
Herb Brownett
Janet Colliton
Bob Fisher
Gary Hunter
2021
Ross Feehrer
John Himes
Ann McNally
Greg Townsend

Session
Ed McFalls
Clerk of Session
Rev. Don Lincoln
Moderator of Session
Rev. Jennie Clark
Rev. Jon Frost
Rev. Ann Hatfield
2019
Betsy Ballantyne
Rick Bates
Scott Lockledge
Angela Emrich
Karen Goldsborough
Paul Zamrowski
2020
Chris Benfer
Diane DeSieno-Lane
Roger Mecouch
Terri Pennington
Geoff Smith
Dan Williams
2021
Joe Combee
Laura Davis
Gary Huddell
Monica Justice
Dan Maffei
Scott Lockledge
Burt Rothenberger

Deacons

Staff

Church Office: 610.399.3377 • info@westminsterpc.org

2019 Officers:
Sue Brugel
Moderator
Grace McCord
Vice Moderator

George Baldt
Custodian

2019
Audrey Benfer
David Carpenter
Terry Hawkins
Doug Krebs
Kathie Magee
Marty Ollenschleger
Maddie Perkins
Cindy Rietz
Nancy Shuts
Bill Wilson

Nancy Brink
Childcare Coordinator
610.312.6903
childcare@westminsterpc.org

2020
Gloria Ballinger
Carolyn Barr
Sam Blank
Ann Krebs
Dana Loundas
Grace McCord
Carol Olver
Betsy McFadden
Susan Zamrowski
2021
Karen Bates
Sue Bruegel
Carol Edwards
Sue Johnson
Ellen Miller
Suzanne Perkins
Pam Rappolt
Patricia Sandy
Nancy Steiginga
Nick Tortorello

Auditors
2019
Steve Johnsen
2020
John Fortunato
2021
J. Eric Johnson

Ron Bellamy
Director of Bells
ringinron@comcast.net

Joe Callan
Custodian
Chris Clark
Director of Youth
Ext. 110
cclark@westminsterpc.org
Rev. Jennie Clark
Associate Pastor for Spiritual
Growth
Ext. 109
jclark@westminsterpc.org
Kimberly Cowart
Preschool Business Manager
Ext. 117
kcowart@westminsterpc.org
Barb Drain
Office Administrator
Ext. 100
bdrain@westminsterpc.org
Rev. Jon Frost
Associate Pastor for Worship
Ext. 113
jfrost@westminsterpc.org
Lynn George
Director of Communications
Ext. 139
lgeorge@westminsterpc.org
Donna Harrison
Financial Administrator &
Church Treasurer
Ext. 112
dharrison@westminsterpc.org
Rev. Ann Hatfield
Associate Pastor for Pastoral
Care & Outreach
Ext. 114
ahatfield@westminsterpc.org
Terry Hawkins
Café Manager
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Linda Irwin
Sunday Receptionist
Ext. 103
lirwin@westminsterpc.org
Sarah Jones
Preschool Administrative
Assistant
Ext. 118
sjones@westminsterpc.org
Glenn Kinckner
Associate Director of Music
& Organist
Ext. 140
gknickner@westminsterpc.org
Karen Koepke
Thrift Shop Manager
610.399.0748
kiki595@comcast.net
Rev. Don Lincoln
Lead Pastor
Ext. 107
dlincoln@westminsterpc.org
Laura Mauro
Office Assistant
Ext. 101
lmauro@westminsterpc.org
Gerry McShane
Church Administrator
Ext. 105
gmschane@westminsterpc.org
Bob Morris
Director of Music
Ext. 115
bmorris@westminsterpc.org
Garentch Pascal
Custodian
Karen Randel
Financial Assistant
Ext. 111
krandel@westminsterpc.org
Sue Spotts
Director of Children & Family
Ministries
Ext. 106
sspotts@westminsterpc.org
Jackie Steinmetz
Director of Preschool
Ext. 116
jsteinmetz@westminsterpc.org

2019 Necrology Report

Membership Statistics

Jug Elliott
Steve Tuttle
Bill Sharpless
David Aloisio
Ron Fox
Elsa Rhoads
Ron Pott
Ray Chandler
Harry Collier
Betsy Jordan
Lou Karman
Molly Markle
Ken Mangold
Virginia Craig
Janice Dodge
Irene Rickert
Carolyn Deakins
Clyde Shelton
Ida Lee
Lynn Moose
Doug Campbell
Peter Meyers
Bob Barnes
Doug Fisher
Julia Becker
June Triggs Graeff
Betty Pryor
Nancy West

Number on Church Roll on 1/1/19
2,024

Number on Church Roll on 12/31/19
1,975

Additions in 2019: 78
43 New Members
24 Confirmation Class
11 Restored to Active Membership

Loss of members in 2019: 127
28 Deaths
11 Transfers
88 Others

January 7
January 13
January 25
February 4
February 23
March 3
April 7
April 10
April 26
May 17
May 27
June 23
July 2
July 4
July 27
August 7
August 9
August 20
September 18
October 25
November 15
November 21
November 23
November 28
December 5
December 8
December 13
December 29

Baptisms in 2019: 16
14 Children
2 Adult

Worship Attendance
Sunday Morning Average: 668

Vespers Average: 81

Wednesday Chapel Average: 18

Ash Wednesday: 174

Taizé Worship Average: 23

Palm Sunday: 945

Live Stream Average: 169

Maundy Thursday: 287

Maris Grove Average: 80

Good Friday: 85

Wellington Average: 16

Easter: 1,778

White Horse Average: 30

Christmas Eve: 2,727

2019 Confirmation Class
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Church
Administrator’s
Report
Gerry McShane
gmschane@westminsterpc.org or 610.399.3377 ext. 105

2019 Highlights:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Spellman Hall received a facelift with new windows,
paint, electronic shades, LED lights, and replaced the
original carpet with a more practical carpet design.
Renovated the ladies room in the Spellman wing.
Painted the exterior wall of the Preschool and
replaced four deteriorating windows.
Preschool benefited from a new planting project
which was Stewart Van Cott’s Eagle project.
Installed a new sound board in the Sanctuary, and
made several other techology upgrades.
Replaced the 20 year-old sound system in the Chapel.
Upgraded to LED lamps in all offices and classrooms.
Installed electronic shades in Sanctuary dormer
windows.
Selected a new sign company to begin a multi-phase
project to upgrade exterior and interior signage.
Said goodbye to one of our long term employees, Jim
Worthington, and welcomed a new full-time
custodian, Garentch Pascal.
Selected a new HVAC partner to provide a more
forward-thinking approach to our aging system.
Selected a new landscaping partner for 2020 to help
reshape and beautify our entire campus.
The Personnel Committee approved the increase of
lay staff benefits with a 403b match from 3% to 4%
in 2020.
The Memorial Garden Committee finalized a new
design at year end to expand the Garden in 2020.

Dormer shades were installed in the Sanctuary this fall

Memorial Fund
Staff: Donna Harrison
Questions? Carol Olver, Chair
ccolver@comcast.net

The Memorial Fund’s purpose is to provide funding for tangible and long lasting fixtures that enhance both the physical surroundings and mission of Westminster. The Committee meets during the year to review the Fund balance and
to discuss opportunities for use of the funds.

2019 Highlights:
•
•

Received 18 separate contributions to the fund totaling
$1,708.
Two new projects were approved and disbursed by the
Memorial Committee totaling $5,338.
- $4,290 for Sanctuary dormer shades
- $1,048 for the church office renovation project.

Beginning 2019 Balance
Contributions to the Fund
Disbursements
		
Ending 2019 Balance			
Restricted Funds			
Unrestricted Funds			

Spellman Hall after a fresh paint and the installation of the new
carpet over summer.
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$ 16,205
1,708
5,338
$12,575
2,671
9,904

Trustees

Property Reserve

Staff: Gerry McShane & Donna Harrison
Questions? Herb Brownett, President
herb.brownett01@gmail.com

Major Actions
Exterior Painting at Heckert Building		 4,400
Exterior Painting at Church Entrance
1,500
Interior Painting in Spellman
6,750
Replaced 14 windows in Spellman		 32,000
Replaced Four Preschool Windows		 13,000
Replaced Two Kitchen Doors		
3,500
Replaced Plumbing Pipes and Valves		
5,200
Upgraded Temperature Control Network
9,916
Sound System Components
25,000
Exterior Signage				 8,000
Improved Lighting in Spellman		
7,500
Replaced Carpet in Spellman		 26,875
Window Shades Spellman		
7,500
New Office Access System		
3,800
Back Parking Lot Landscape		 6,000
2019 Approved Actions		$160,941

14 windows replaced in Spellman Hall in May.
Subject to the authority of the Session, Trustees are elected
officers of the church corporation, and are charged with
maintaining the church’s property, managing its civil affairs,
and monitoring the revenues and expenses of the Church
in accordance with the Session annual budgets. Trustees
meet monthly to monitor the financial and physical
operations of the Church. In order to be better informed
as to the various church activities and operations financed
through the budget, individual trustees also sit on most
committees of the Church.

Property Reserve: As discussed in prior years, the buildings

are in a replacement stage of the typical 20-25-year lifecycle;
and the next few years will continue to be expensive years to
cover. The Property Committee has again updated the needed
items over this critical period. At year end, the Property
Reserve is $168,812 and based on our review, along with
needed increased funding in the annual property allocation,
we believe the needs over this period can be met with
existing property reserve funding, barring any unexpected
issues. Once this period is over, it is estimated we can begin to
build the reserve back to levels commensurate with a church
of our size, provided the annual property allocation is
maintained at the needed amounts. Property Reserve
expenditures in 2019 amounted to approximately $153,912,
compared to the planned amount of $160,941.

General Fund: Monthly operating Cash Flows continued

to be steady this year. Pledged giving was $58,917 below
budget and non-pledged giving was $36,939 over budget.
Combined with, under-runs in expenses, due to $44,480,
we had a surplus of $22,502 at December 31, 2019. This
Surplus was placed in the Operating Reserve. The
Trustees approved the Budget for 2020, budgeted
Revenue is $2,551,818, a 3.1% Increase.

The Capital Fund Campaign: The January 1, 2019

balance of the mortgage loan was $273,700. As a
result of monthly mortgage payments, Preschool
monthly contributions and the Capital Challenge
campaign, the loan was paid off the end of
November! As a result, the Capital Fund was closed out
at year-end. It should be noted that the campaign was
made possible by donors authorizing the use of up to
$40,000 of funds from the Wind of the Spirit Fund. The
final amount of Wind of the Spirit funds used to pay off
the mortgage was $22,191.

Updated the sound system in the Sanctuary in October
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Auditors
Auditors: Steve Johnsen,
Eric Johnson, Eric Emrich
Staff: Donna Harrison
Questions? Steve Johnsen,
johnsen1060@hotmail.com

Judy Eberhardt, Joy Weigel, Karen Koepke and Leah Johnson at the Thrift Shop
30th anniversary celebration.

Thrift Shop
Address: 543-545 East Gay, West Chester, PA 19382
Telephone: 610.692.9298
Thrift Shop Manager: Karen Koepke
Thrift Shop Board: Diane DeSieno-Lane, Chm. Bob Cox, Judy Eberhardt,
Peg Garner, Carmen Knox, Fran Marcus, Judy Miller
Questions? Karen Koepke, kiki595@comcast.net or 610.399.0748
Gratitude! The Thrift Shop Manager, Board members and volunteers are
filled with gratitude for another year of successful business for the Thrift
Shop.

2019 Highlights
•
•

•
•
•

•

In February, $10,000 was given to the Thrift Shop Mission Fund,
enabling Outreach to meet funding needs of some of our mission
connections.
A new display cabinet for church was purchased with funds from the
Marie Griste memorial fund, and dedicated to our friend’s memory.
Themed displays of shop merchandise are in the cabinet on a
monthly basis.
Karen Koepke is now the shop’s longest serving manager, having
surpassed the years served by Leah Johnson, our first Thrift Shop
manager.
In September the thrift shop gave $1,000 to the mission fund, and
$1,000 to our church’s debt reduction campaign in celebration of the
shop’s 30th season in business.
A 30th anniversary celebration was held in October for current and
former volunteers and managers. Among the guests of honor who
traveled to be with us were Joy Weigel, the first and longest serving
Board chairperson, and Leah Johnson, the shop’s first manager.
Greetings were read from Claire Surr who conceived the idea of a
Thrift Shop and was charged by Session to lead the effort to create
the Shop.
In 2020, the Westminster Thrift Shop will be listed in the Chester
County Small Business Guide.
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As reported last year, the
Church moved towards
engaging outside CPA’s to
perform an annual Agreed
Upon Procedures Audit. As
a transition step, the Church
Auditors decided to have an
outside CPA firm audit the
General Fund, while they
continued to audit the other
funds.
The Church auditors selected a
highly qualified CPA firm from
several proposals submitted.
The CPA firm selected, Meyer,
Hoffman and McCann, did an
excellent job in an efficient
manner. Based upon this
experience, the Church
Auditors recommended, and
the Trustees approved having
the outside CPA firm do all the
funds going forward.
The amount required to fund
this was included in the church
budget. The 2019 internal and
external audits found no
significant issues.

Karen Koepke shows off one of
the thrift shop cabinet displays.

Endowment Fund

2019 Endowment Fund Leadership: Robbe Healey, President;
Tim Krenz, Vice-President, & Rob Necarsulmer, Treasurer;
Staff: Donna Harrison & Gerry McShane
Questions? Tim Krenz, tkrenz@comcast.net
2020 Grant Deadlines: Feb. 7, April 3, June 5, Sept. 4 & Nov. 6
The Endowment Fund is a separate financial portfolio. Contributions are made by thoughtful donors, either during their lifetime or through their estates, making this ministry of financial
support possible. Westminster members lift up opportunities
through grant requests. Recipients of funded grants do the
important work in the world to change lives for the better.
In 2019 total funds available to grant was $103,253, and 14
requests approved totaled $74,320.

2019 Highlights:

• Worked to increase awareness of and the opportunity for
partnership with all church bodies toward the goal of increasing
the number of applications to the fund.
• Worked with session to clarify and confirm the role of the
Endowment Board in Endowment gift acknowledgement.
• Hosted a “Conversations on Codicils” table in Café 10 West for
PCUSA Bequest Awareness Sunday to encourage members to
find out about how to explore legacy giving to Westminster
and/or one of the Westminster Endowment Funds
• Held an Endowment Information Brunch on October 27th,
featuring WPC elder Chris Benfer, CFP®, CHFC®, AIF®.
• Promoted the goal to encourage no fewer than 125 members to
include Westminster and/or one of the Westminster Endowment
Funds in their estate plans as an added commemoration of the
125th Anniversary. As of this date, there are 34 individuals who
have agreed to be listed and 48 individuals who wish to remain
anonymous.
• Promoted the relationship with the Chester County Community
Foundation to enable members to make Charitable Gift Annuities
to benefit Westminster and/or one of the Westminster
Endowment Funds.
• Elected Youth Member, Jessica Buckley, for a one-year term.

The Endowment Fund donated $12,000 to help the West
Chester Senior Center buy a new dishwasher.

2019 Financial Report
Grants Approved
West Chester Senior Center’s Dishwasher		
Salvation Army New Day			
Open Hearth				
Handbell Choir’s Lower Octive Chimes		
The Garage Youth Center		
Estado 29’s Boy’s Dormitory Renovations		
Princeton Seminary Scholarship		
Serving at the Crossroads (SATC)		
Family Promise’s Back to School Program
Stewart Van Cott Eagle Project
Bridges Out of Poverty Program
Youth Choir’s Joesph Musical
HBB Trust: Trustee Distribution
HBB Trust Women’s Distribution

2019 Approved Grants			 $74,320

2019 Endowment Fund Operating Report
Description

2017

Revenue Income
Gifts
Grants Approved
Grants Paid
Grants Returned

Fund Values

Internally Managed
Beneficial Interests in Trusts
Total Fund Value

2018

2019

12,766
4,750
53,167
43,167
5,493

23,910
1,095
53,885
58,635
4,322

19,963
250
74,320
62,070
657

1,081,278
534,206
$1,615,484

956,136
492,379
$1,448,515

1,120,867
570,776
$1,691,643
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12,000
1,500
5,000
10,000
1,500
8,500
4,000
10,000
5,000
1,500
10,000
4,000
1,200
120

General Fund Operating Report
Description
		
Revenue

2018
Budget

2018
Actual

2019
Budget

2019		
Actual		

2020
Budget

Offering: Pledge Giving		 1,881,300.00
1,835,130.83
1,945,037.00
1,886,120.49		 1,984,066.00
Offering: Non-Pledged Giving 		
184,410.00
183,533.37
200,000.00
204,746.80		 200,000.00
Gain/Loss on Sale of Securities		
0.00
-288.67		 0.00
0.00		
0.00
Music Offering		
44,000.00
58,289.00
46,000.00
46,271.83		
46,000.00
Offering Plate/Sunday School		
38,000.00
46,384.13
40,000.00
45,631.05		
40,000.00
Per Capita Revenue		
25,000.00
25,387.00
26,000.00
24,327.00		
26,000.00
Inital Offering		
22,814.00 24,6992,596.0070 25,02,400.0000
3,375.00		 3,000.00
Special Offering 		
36,000.00
32,739.61
36,000.00
34,453.81		
38,000.00
Spiritual Growth Collections 		
31,950.00
42,783.62
38,000.00
43,178.58		
38,000.00
Worship & Arts Collections		
1,000.00
9,402.88
4,000.00
12,296.25		
12,000.00
Congregational Life Collections		
6,000.00
6,911.86
8,200.00
6,184.97		
8,000.00
Youth Collections		
33,500.00
12,616.00
36,500.00
23,864.16		
25,500.00
Outreach Collections		
30,500.00
31,054.54
31,000.00
47,978.10		
36,000.00
Endowment Fund		
1,200.00
1,200.00
1,200.00
1,200.00		
1,200.00
Preschool Custodian Reimbursement
26,780.00
26,412.30
27,450.00
27,147.70		
27,752.00
Preschool Property Reimbursement 			
				
30,000.00
Preschool Surplus 		
10,000.00
13,833.95
10,000.00
13,302.06		
13,000.00
Investment Income		
50.00
283.24
100.00
413.70		
300.00
Use of Building		
11,000.00
8,758.00
11,000.00
13,702.00		
11,000.00
Bequests: Income Distributions 		
2,000.00
2,058.08
2,000.00
2,060.14		
2,000.00
Other Revenue 		
8,000.00
12,643.77
9,500.00
16,155.14		
10,000.00

Total Revenue:

2,370,690.00

2,351,749.511

2,474,387.00

52,293.00
43,094.73
31,986.76
52,750.70
266,873.87
1,316,175.72
212,525.00
226,852.14
168,138.09

61,209.59
56,622.10
29,275.28
27,862.79
264,839.90
1,289,398.48
224,347.37
168,099.01
184,053.70

63,321.00
45,706.00
23,197.00
56,569.00
274,569.00
1,349,890.00
231,850.00
260,290.00
168,995.00

2,370,690.00

2,305,708.22

2,474,387.00

2,452,408.78		2,551,818.00

Expense Summary 			
Spiritual Growth & Development 		
Worship and Arts 		
Congregational Life 		
Youth and Young Adults		
Outreach		
Personnel 		
Property 		
Financial Commitments 		
Administration 		

Total Expense:
Net Revenue Over Expenses:

0.00

46,041.29		0.00

Copies of the complete budget are available in the office upon request
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63,961.51		
53,112.40		
24,462.32		
41,696.23		
290,514.41		
1,343,935.37		
247,569.93		
188,495.31		
176,159.50		

68,650.00
59,435.00
28,450.00
48,750.00
285,854.00
1,401,466.00
249,000.00
226,346.00
183,867.00

2,429,906.98		 2,551,818.00
22,501.80		

0.00

Outreach

Outreach promotes all the wonderful
opportunities we have at Westminster to be
a part of outreach to those around us, both Elders: Angela Emrich & Terri Penningon
Trustee: Robert Fisher
here in West Chester, nationally and
Staff: Ann Hatfield
internationally. Whether we share our time,
Questions? Terri Pennington, Co Chair
our skills, our financial resources, there is
tpennington1211@yahoo.com
always a way to reach out to our
communities and to serve.

2019 Highlights:

We hope you all have picked up a reusable
Westminster Grocery Bag, so you can spot
fellow WPC members in the grocery store
and engage in conversation.

2019 Outreach Giving
General Mission Fund		
Special Offerings			
Hunger			
International			
Housing			
Shelter			
Elderly			
Healthcare			
Education			
Family & Children			
Grand Total			

62,500
36,000
29,500
22,500
17,000
19,500
5,000
7,500
7,422
8,500
$236,373

2019 Special Offerings
Mission Possible Fundraiser
One Great Hour of Sharing
Christmas Joy Offering		
Rise Against Hunger		
Vacation Bible School		
Peace Offering			
Estado 29			
Souper Bowl			
Palestine Oil			
Hands Across the Nile		
Living Waters for the World
Grand Total			

59,416
13,342
12,995
5,848
7,365
4,897
1,790
3,219
1,720
673
410
$116,572

• Over $1,000 was spread across many organizations in 2019. New ministries this
year included; The Vine Ministry, Angels against Addiction, Transformation Yoga,
Good Neighbors, WARM, The Melton Center, VisionCorp, and Kennett Food Pantry,
to name but a few.
• 400 volunteers packed an amazing 65,000 meals at two separate Rise Against
Hunger events in the spring and fall.
• The second Mission Possible fundraiser raised an amazing $37,000 to help support those from our congregation to take part in Mission Trips both domestic and
international.
• 2019 Mission Trips included a trip to Estado 29 Mexico; a Honduras Partnership
Mission trip; and Disaster Relief Mission trips to Wilmington, NC.
• Nearly 50 soup maker volunteers from the congregation were able to deliver close
to 120 gallons of soup to Broad Street Ministry in February and March; as well preparing grab and go meals for West Chester University Resource Pantry, averaging
75-100 meals per month!
• We held another successful Diapers and Wipes drive collecting more than 22,087
diapers and nearly 24,692 wipes, along with formula to seven different nonprofits.
• An amazing 300 lbs. of food were donated to the West Chester Food Cupboard
and 40 lbs. of herbs went to Broad Street Ministry from our gleaning garden.
• More than 150 volunteers gave 780 hours of time over the course of the year to
Family Promise. Many families in need took shelter in our building over four different weeks. All families who went through the Family Promise Program hosted by
Westminster, have successfully gone onto housing.
• Our Coat Drive collected 340 coats that were distributed to nine nonprofits.
• Sock It To Us collected over 1,050 pairs of socks that were distributed to five nonprofits.
• The Turkey Drive collected 105 turkeys, which were donated to the Salvation Army,
who distributed 84 boxes to their clients and the remaining turkeys were stored
and offered to their pantry clients.
• The Backpack collection packed 150 backpacks that were given to the Bridge Academy in Coatesville for distribution to the Coatesville Area School District.
• Volunteers served 12 meals to approximately 180 women and provided over 600
bagged lunches for the community lunch program at Safe Harbor.
• The Giving Tree collected 390 gifts, a hundred more gifts than in 2018!! The gifts
were donated to four nonprofits.
• $580 was collected to purchase four strollers that were donated to A.I. Du Pont
Children’s Hospital.
• The Shop for Hope was another successful event with opportunities to buy gifts
from many great causes; donations reached over $6,000.
• We established a new sub committee: Care for Creation to support a reduction in
the amount of plastic we as a Congregation use – straws, bottles and bags - and
increase opportunities to recycle.
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Expand Our Witness
Elder: Joe Combee
Staff: Jennie Clark
Questions? Joe Combee, Co-Chair, combeejl@gmail.com or
Bill Davis, Co-Chair, bdavis54@gmail.com
With God’s help, we humbly strive to expand Westminster’s
mission of “Knowing Christ and Making Christ Known,” and to
fulfill our God Sized Dream of Expanding Our Witness. Inviting all
people to a faith journey with Christ, we will use our collective
gifts to identify, develop and implement initiatives to spread the
Good News of Jesus Christ.
The Lasher family prints out name tags at one
of our name tag kiosks.

Bill Davis and Joe Combee dress up as
sunflowers at our Sunflower Celebration in
September.

Margaret Bovard, enjoys the live stream as
she recovers from home. ”I can’t get over this
streaming business and I can hear!!” -Margaret.

2019 Highlights
• Name tag kiosks were installed in January for members and
visitors to wear name tags when they’re in the building to be
a more welcoming community.
• Expanded available worship times to more than Sunday and
Wednesday mornings by trying a Sunday evening vespers
service for six weeks..
• Brightened our landscape with sunflowers and held a
Sunflower Celebration in September.
• Met with members over the age of 80 to see how we can
care for them. We made sure any home bound members had
access to our live streaming service or DVD copies of worship
to those who cannot attend Sunday worship.
• Engaged with community partners to learn and be reflective
of the ethnic and socio-economic diversities in our
community.
• Reached out to the prison to offer the Global Leadership
Conference, and to engage with the prison in the many
needs both inside and out.

Our six week Sunday evening vesper services launched on October 6.
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Our Serve Our Neighbors team who helped lead the Stewardship of Life Awareness Sunday! Mike Noone, First Assistant District
Attorney, and Kathy Collier, Prevention Director of Chester County spoke about the opioid epidemic and how we as a
community can help.

Serving Our Neighbors
Elder: Terri Pennington
Staff: Ann Hatfield
Questions? Terri Pennington, Chair, tpennington1211@yahoo.com
Since the inception of Serving Our Neighbors, the Vision Team
reviewed the broad recommendations generated by our
congregation which included increasing community outreach,
connecting people in multi-cultural/multi-generational
opportunities and engaging current community crises such as
mental health and addiction. We found ourselves being led to
the Addiction Epidemic. All of us either know someone in our
family, neighborhood or perhaps have a personal experience
with this condition, yet we still find it difficult to talk about or
take action on.

Terri Pennington and Ginny Keib offer
resources on Stewardship of Life Sunday
about the opiod crisis and addiction
awareness from the Westminster library.

There is a very real fight right here in Chester County where
last year we lost 135 people to opioid addiction from all walks
of life, ages 11-90. Our vision process led us to begin with our
own congregation and felt that education was the first step to
understand our addiction epidemic.
We planned three special services on September 22, 2019 that
focused on Awareness, Connection and Recovery. Three
members from our congregation who have faced addiction in
their families or struggled with addiction themselves shared
their stories. We invited professionals from the Chester County
Overdose Prevention Task Force to teach us about how to
recognize signs of addiction, how to deal with it and how to
connect with resources available in the community.
We also created a congregational survey to connect our Body
of Christ, to put dreams into action and to discover the talents,
skills, interests and occupations that our congregation possess.
We started using the survey with the New Members class and
hope to roll it out to the congregation at large in 2020.

Sheriffs stopped by on September 29 for
members to safely dispose of any
prescription drugs.
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The Home Team
Elder: Burt Rothenberger
Staff: Don Lincioln
Questions? Burt Rothenberger, bfrothen@verizon.net
Ending Homelessness, Promoting Affordable Housing, and
Breaking the Cycle of Poverty.

WPC members painted a house in October
for the Phoenixville Women’s Group Next Step
House.

Members volunteered to help repair a family’s
roof with Good Neighbors nonprofit in October.

25 people attended our Bridges out of Poverty
training event.

Awareness
• Assembled a team of 20 energized Westminster folks who
met with others in Chester County engaged in fighting to
provide affordable housing and end homelessness to
determine best practices, core issues, and the most impactful
ways Westminster can help.
• Shared the knowledge gained from others with the
congregation and used it to develop the specific action steps
listed below.
Affordable Housing
• Encouraged the formation of affordable housing councils in
West Chester and Kennett Square through discussions with
municipal officials and key stakeholders using the Phoenixville
Council on Affordable Housing as a model.
• Hosted the Chester County Planning Commission’s Housing
Task Force affordable housing forum, “Creating A+ Housing”,
attended by about 100 people.
• Worked with the Chester County Community Foundation to
create the New Beginnings Affordable Housing Fund, designed
to raise capital and then deploy it, using both grants and
loans, for property development and rehabilitation projects
that provide safe, affordable housing in Chester County.
• Established connections with two affordable housing
developers who have successfully completed projects in
Phoenixville.
• Met with State Senator Killion and the Chester County Planning
Commission to determine the most effective way to promote
affordable housing legislation.
Ending Homelessness
• Supported the county’s Decade to Doorways program and its
2019 initiative to end chronic homelessness.
• Participated in work projects at the Phoenixville Women’s
Outreach Next Step House, an affordable permanent housing
for women who have successfully completed a year in
transitional housing, and at Habitat for Humanity’s Coatesville
home construction site.
• Conducted Bridges Out of Poverty training at Westminster
for about 25 people and attended Poverty Simulations run by
Chester County.
• With the Outreach Team, sponsored an October “Poverty
Awareness and Action Month” with various education and
volunteer activities.
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Equip The
Emerging
Generation
Elder: Diane DeSieno-Lane
Staff: Chris Clark & Jon Frost
Questions? Diane DeSieno-Lane, Co-Chair,
DianeDeSieno@msn.com

These members all discovered they graduated from
Lehigh University or their rival school Lafayette
College on School Spirit Sunday.

We actively engage youth (16-18) and young adults
(19-30) on their faith journey by providing an
inclusive and inviting atmosphere to explore
spirituality, developing partnerships with local
universities and organizations serving youth and
young adults and equipping our emerging generation to be resilient in the face of challenges of the
world in which they live.
Awareness
• In April we hosted An Evening with Audrey
Assad, who is a nationally known musician.
About 450 people attended this concert, who
came from the local community and as far
away as Maryland and New York. It was a
moving evening filled with music.
• We held School Spirit Sunday in June and it
was exciting to see a large portion of the
congregation wearing anywhere from
elementary school to graduate school gear
emblazoned with the names of schools. Many
folks were able to connect with other Alums.
• Students registered to be matched with a
church member who would write and send
care packages over the course of the school
year providing encouragement and a
connection to Westminster.
• Hosted meals at different homes for college
students home for the summer. College
students were able to reconnect with friends
and members of Westminster.
• We hosted a concert by locally known artist
Joy Ike in November. Again folks from
Westminster and the surrounding Philadelphia
region filled the sanctuary.
• Hosted a lunch in December for College
students who were home for Christmas break.

Chancel Choir members show off their school pride on
School Spirit day.

College students reconnected with their
Westminster friends at several summer college meals.

College students enjoyed a Christmas Luncheon to
reconnect over the Christmas holidays.
15

Preschool
Preschool Statistics
•
•
•
•

164 students enrolled in
preschool classes
10% of the students are
members of the congregation
9 Preschool Teachers
11 Teacher Aides

Special Events in 2019

Our preschool was blessed by
generous children & their families
who donated:
• Yello Dyno Safety program
• A visit with a dental hygienist
• Pizza parties for letter “P”
• The chick hatching project
• Abby London’s Pirates & Princess’
& Halloween Puppet show
• Graduation ceremonies
• Visit from Fame Fire Company
• The Halloween Parade
• Brandywine Zoo
• Our Thanksgiving feast
• Storyteller Bill Wood presents his
December holidays program

Preschool Donations
•

•
•
•
•

$49 in our Pennies for Denny the
Dinosaur bank went towards the
West Chester Food Cupboard in
the spring and $51 went towards
the Maternal and Child Health
Consortium of Chester County
Socks for the Sock it to Us
collection
Over 40 lbs. of Halloween candy
for the Stockings for Soldiers
organization
Over 1,100 picture books
collected for the Laundromat
Library League
Coats for the November coat
drive

Chapel Time
•
•
•

Led by the Director Jackie
Steinmetz
Held on several days each week
to accommodate children
attending on different days.
Children dressed up in costumes
to help tell Bible stories and sang
songs from past VBS themes

Preschools meet our local firefighters in October

2018-2019 Board of Directors:
Sasha Reimann-Spiess, Chairperson • Betsy Lane, Vice Chairperson • Karen
Goldsborough, Session Liaison • Alison Wood, Trustee Liaison • James Lasher,
Finance Chairperson • Carey Garvey, Secretary • Karen Finley, Scholarship
Chairperson • Rob Terranova • Nancy Christy • Erica Krablin • Jackie Steinmetz,
Director • Kimberly Cowart, Business Manager
Staff: Jackie Steinmetz, Kimberly Cowart, & Sarah Jones
Questions: Jackie Steinmetz, Preschool Director
The preschool operates from September through the first week of June. We offer
the following classes and programs:
• 12 part-time preschool classes for children ages 2-5
• Three-day afternoon Extended Day class from 12 -2 pm for older children
focusing on Games/STEM/cooking/art
• Two -day afternoon Extended Day classes from 12-2 pm for younger children
focusing on cooking/games/art/ music
• Soccer Shots program in the spring & fall
• Monthly Music classes with Miss Amy Murname
• Music & Fun Class in the Winter
With the advent of full day kindergarten in West Chester Area School District, we are
proud to say that most of our students were ready academically, socially and
emotionally for the longer school day because of attending our Preschool and
Extended Day classes.
All of our teachers and many of our teacher aides have college educations and
many years of experience in the classroom. Continuing education is important to the
staff, and many have attended workshops from West Chester Area School District,
the Delaware County Early Childhood Educator’s annual conference, the Global
Leadership Summit and on-line presentations specifically for Preschool teachers.
The Preschool continues to award scholarships to many children through our Debra
Lou Verbiar Education Fund. In the spring, they helped nine children from seven
families and in the fall, two children from two families. The money for this fund
comes from personal donations, school pictures sales, a night at Panera Bread and
Freddy’s restaurants, and a very small percentage of preschool tuition. Tax
deductible donations are always appreciated.
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Children’s
Spiritual
Growth

Elders: Paul Zamrowski,
Diane DeSieno-Lane
Staff: Sue Spotts
Questions? Diane DeSieno-Lane, Chair
dianedesieno@msn.com

Our Children and Family Ministries is Christ centered, encourages
relationships, believes all God’s children are graced by the Holy Spirit, and
places a high priority on safety and security. Our theme this year is Love
God, Love Neighbors (Mark 12:30-31), and is comprised of KidsConnect
Sunday School, Preschool and childcare (birth-5th grade), Parent Connect
and Parent Workshops, Vacation Bible School and intergenerational family
programs. Over the past year the ministry collectively touched the lives of
over 500 families.

2019 Highlights:
•
•
•

•
Families attended an Acts of Kindness
workshop with Lisa Barrickmann

•
•
•
•
Many families use our childcare for Sunday
morning worship for little ones under five.

•

•

•
Third Graders receive Bibles in October

•
•
•
3rd to 5th graders come back to worship and
take comminion on the first Sunday of the
month.

•

We held three Art Ministry Sundays where children from pre-k to 5th grade
created wonderful works of art which were displayed for the entire
congregation to enjoy at the art show held in April.
Our MLK Day was cancelled due to winter weather; however, a small group
of adults packed 60 lunches and delivered them on that Tuesday.
The Communion Workshop was attended by children and parents in March.
Stations of baking bread, preparing the Elements, and art stations were
used to explore the meaning of the sacrament. Sue and Pastor Jennie lead a
parent presentation. These children were recognized on Sunday, March 3rd
and Ash Wednesday, March 6th.
Families enjoyed a movie night in March including dinner with Turkish
Delight and Victoria cake and a screening of The Lion, The Witch and the
Wardrobe. After the movie we had meaningful discussions on the
underlying themes.
Lisa Barrickman, author of A Case for Kindness lead a discussion and some
activities around simple acts of kindness in March.
Youth and adults gathered for a Palm Sunday evening of worship, prayer
stations, singing, labyrinth, communion, community meal and fellowship.
Easter was joy-filled when children placed flowers in the cross in the
courtyard.
We gathered in large group for Sunday School and Kathy Smedley led a
storytelling with a number of children telling parts of the story on Pentecost.
Children along with youth and adult volunteers, participated in an amazing
week of songs, crafts, Bible drama, and cinema at Roar! Life is Wild-God is
Good: Vacation Bible School in June. $1,566.77 was collected in donations
for the Estado 29 mission.
Children participated in weekly “Kids Connect” Sunday school during the
9:45 and 11:10 hours led by a team of dedicated volunteers. We
continued with the “Deep Blue “ curriculum with the theme of “Love our
Neighbors”.
Beginning in September, on the first Sunday of each month children went
straight to Sunday School at the 9:45 am service. 3rd, 4th and 5th grades
processed in during the communion hymn and participated in taking
communion with the entire congregation.
In the fall a small group of parents known as Parents Connect Small Group
met at 8:30 am on Sunday mornings to read and discuss Parenting: A
Sacred Path.
Families enjoyed dinner along with a movie, hayride, apple bobbing,
building a scarecrow, games and crafts, a bonfire and s’mores at our Family
Fall Fest.
32 third graders received a Bible during the worship services followed by a
celebration in their classroom.
Preschool Devotionals were gifted to the Pre-K & Kindergarten classes
during November & December for families to begin a time of intentional
devotions with their children.
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Imago Dei
Youth Ministry

Elders: Laura Davis & Chris Benfer
Staff: Chris Clark
Questions? Chris Clark, Director of Youth
cclark@westminsterpc.org or 610.399.3377 ext. 110
imagodeiyouth.com

In fall 2019 we began The Year of Empathy as a main theme
for our Sunday night Youth Group but it has also influenced
other parts of the youth ministry. With a great need for
deeper empathy, we have sought to engage youth in
practices that can help them develop empathy for themselves
and others. Through movies, bible stories, games and other
activities we have been seeking to help youth develop their
“empathy muscle” so they might better live into Jesus’s
greatest commandment to love their neighbors, their full
selves, and God.

2019 Highlights:
•

•
Youth serving communion during Youth Sunday

•

•
Playing icebreaker games at the Beach Retreat

•

•

A group photo visiting Comayagua, Honduras during their
trip this summer

•

•
•
Group photo at the end of the Sabbath Retreat for our
middle schoolers
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This summer a group of eight youth and adults made a
pilgrimage to Honduras in partnership with the Presbytery
of Honduras. During their week together they collaborated
to write and approve a new five year covenant for the
Honduras Youth-to-Youth Partnerhship.
The Confirmation Class served with City Service Mission in
Philadelphia as a part of their discipleship journey. During
their weekend together they served with various
organizations and learned about systemic issues around
poverty, homelessness and racism in the city.
The annual Beach Retreat at Ocean City, NJ revolved
around the theme of embodiment this year. Youth
engaged practices and conversations around the
goodness of our bodies and how taking care of ourselves
can be a spiritual practice.
Daniella Emrich and Audrey Benfer preached during our
Youth Sunday service in February alongside many youth
who used their gifts to lead worship.
We held our first Mid-Winter Weekend which included
two separate events for high school and middle school
youth. The event helped kickoff the new year and gave
high schoolers an opportunity to unwind after a busy
midterm season in 2019.
The middle school retreat in October was focused on
Sabbath. Youth engaged in practices of Sabbath
throughout the weekend, including a yoga class led by
Nancy Murphy.
In the fall we began our focus on empathy by helping
students better understand themselves. Dr. Jim Chok
came to speak to our students to help them better
understand how their brains work and ways they can
navigate stress and anxiety in their daily lives. We began
the year helping students better understand themselves
so they can reach out to better understand their neighbor,
especially those they dislike or disagree with.
Our 2019-2020 confirmation class helped lead liturgy in
the Thanksgiving interfaith service for the first time.
Several youth participated in the planning and
implementation of the six week fall Vesper service.

Adult Spiritual Growth
Elder: Betsy Ballantyne
Trustee: Jeff Spotts
Staff: Jennie Clark
Questions? Ruth Simonson, Chair, sgsimonson@aol.com

The Adult Spiritual Growth team’s goal is to set the sails for the
wind of the Holy Spirit to move us towards encountering God’s
transforming presence. We provide a variety of opportunities
for study, fellowship, and learning spiritual practices that support
and encourage spiritual formation in the way of Jesus Christ in
our character and daily living.

Our library committee shows off newly donated books.

2019 Highlights:
•

•
•
•

•

•

•

•

Three Inquirer/New Member classes were offered this year. In
addition, New Membership Fellowship luncheons were offered
in the spring and fall to enable newer members to continue to
build community and integrate into the life of the
congregation.
We offered a variety of study, support and fellowship groups.
138 participants committed to Lenten small group studies in
homes or at the church using a study by Adam Hamilton, 24
Hours That Changed the World.
We hosted 231 individuals, including 49 from Westminster,
who attended the Global Leadership Summit in August. We
connected with friends from neighboring churches and
organizations in attendance, and were energized by the stories
of individuals who heard God’s call and are mobilizing to make
a difference for God’s kingdom.
We met our goal to create a more relevant and current library.
We donated 929 older items to churches and our thrift shop,
and added 672 items to our catalog via new purchases and
donations. We now have 3,832 print items and 144 non-print
items in our library. Art from Westminster’s children was
displayed throughout the year.
We offered a variety of opportunities to engage in spiritual
practices including online devotional options, Advent
devotional booklets, Lenten praying in color, yoga, walking the
Stations of the Cross, and guided Labyrinth walks.
The Ripple Effect: Living Our Legacy was the 2019 women’s
retreat theme and drew upon Lisa Barrickman’s book, 40 Days
of Kindness. The inspiration for the theme was Sue Mills, who
made a profound ripple in many lives through her Christian
witness, servant heart and smiling presence. 57 women
participated, including several teenagers, and was a
tremendous time for fellowship, reflection, worship and fun.
The second annual Men’s Retreat was held in April where
44 men attended, an increase of 12 from the previous year.
The theme of the retreat drew upon the book: Play the Man:
Becoming the Man God Created You to Be by Mark Batterson.
The men enjoyed spending time together building community
through fellowship, worship, prayer, exploring Scripture and
engaging in conversations.
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Members drew during a January Journey class

Journey Class Highlights:

We offered a variety of topics, speakers and class
series on Sunday mornings:
• The Taize Community: A Parable of Communion
• Being For Others: Dietrich Bonhoeffer and the
Church in the World
• Cancer- Now What?
• Poetry of Passion: The Song of Songs in Ancient
and Modern Worlds
• Lincoln’s Sermon on the Mount: The Second
Inaugural
• Psalms of Passion, Devotion and Confession
• Half Truths: God Helps Those Who Help
Themselves and Other Things the Bible Doesn’t
Say series
• Rooted: A Study of Colossians series
• Below the Mountain of the Earth: Christian in
Katmandu
• Hospitality in the Bible
• Taking the Middle Way: Presbyterians, the Bible,
Liberia and the Afterlives of Slavery series
• Hearing the Voices of Our Neighbors: Reflections
on the WPC/Honduras Covenant
• Advent: A Journey of Expectation and Hope series

Ministry Fair: ASG coordinated the Ministry Fair in

September. It was a wonderful opportunity to see at
a glance the many ministries going on in and through
Westminster. As people stopped by the tables with
ministry displays, they had the opportunity to engage
with representatives to learn about the ministry and
to consider how they might want to connect.

Vocal & Handbell
Choirs
All choirs have openings, contact music
leadership teams to get involved.
KIDSJAM
This group of 45 K-5th graders sings
monthly in the 9:45am service.
• They presented two musicals this
year, Rock Slinger and His
Greatest Hits on April 6 and Away
in a Mango on December 22.
YOUTH CHOIR
This group of 60 youth sings monthly
in worship.
• Sang at all three worship services
on Youth Sunday in February.
• Presented their annual cabaret
program on May 5.
• Traveled to Maris Grove retirement
community on December 19 to
present to 400 residents an hour
Christmas program featuring the
members of the choir with solos,
duets, piano solos and choral
numbers.

Music Ministry
Music Leadership Team
KidsJAM, Youth Choir,
& Chancel Choir
Bob Morris
Director of Music

Chancel Handbells
& Genesis Handbells
Ron Bellamy
Director of Bells

Glenn Kinckner
Associate Director of Music & Organist

Worship Band
Jon Frost
Associate Pastor for Worship

The music ministry continues to be a vital source of inspiration and joy for our
congregation and a high point in our faith community. The music ministry is
constantly molding itself to the needs of our congregation and is providing
missional outreach to the community at large.

KidsJAM’s Christmas Musical: Away in a Mango

CHANCEL CHOIR
This ensemble leads in our 8:30 &
9:45am morning worship services.
• Presented Ellingboe’s Requiem
with full orchestra on March 31.
• Presented six sold out concerts of
our 29th annual Christmas concert,
Christmas Memories.
GENESIS RINGERS
This ensemble plays monthly in our
traditional services. They also attend
workshops throughout the year.

Handbell choirs received lower octaves
chimes thanks to an Endowment grant.

Youth Cabaret

CHANCEL RINGERS
This ensemble is for adults with bell
ringing experience and plays monthly
in our traditional services. They also
attend workshops and festivals
throughout the year.
• Performed in all six Christmas
concerts
2019 Christmas Concert: Christmas Memories
20

Advent Intergenerational Worship

Dori Hajlmarson leads one of our Vesper services.

Audrey Assad performs to a full audience in the Sanctuary

Joy Ike (left) and her sister, Peace, before their concert in November

Alternative
Worship

Vespers
We launched a 6-week pilot Vespers service on
Sunday evenings with an average of 80 in attendance. We
enjoyed worship in Spellman Hall followed by a delicious
meal each week!

Staff: Jon Frost
Questions? Jon Frost, Associate Pastor for Worship
jfrost@westminsterpc.org or 610.399.3377 ext. 113

Special Services
Two intergenerational and interactive worship
opportunities were held; on Palm Sunday and on December
8th during Advent. These were wonderful opportunities
for multiple ages to come together to participate and lead
worship together.

11:10 Worship Service
The weekly Sunday morning 11:10 service is supported by
the leadership of over 50 people who comprise the
worship band, A/V team, communion preparation team
and ushers.

Concerts
We hosted nationally known singer and songwriter Audrey
Assad in April with over 400 in attendance! This was our
first step in the waters of becoming a frequent host site for
contemporary musicians in the indie music space.

Wednesday Morning Prayer & Communion Service
In this weekly 20 minute contemplative worship
service, we journeyed through the whole Christian
calendar with our expanded worship booklets.
Taizé Worship
Monthly contemplative services were held in the
chapel using the musical chants of the Taizé
community in France. Our Taizé ensemble provides
beautiful accompaniment to these simple songs in worship.
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In November, we hosted Philly-based musician Joy
Ike with over 100 in attendance.

Deacons prepare strawberries for the Strawberry Festival

Deacons

The Board of Deacons is comprised of thirty Deacons and the Session’s liaison,
the Rev. Ann Hatfield, who so ably serves as our encourager, our supporter, and
our advisor. They meet once a month, on the second Tuesday of the month, to
discuss and evaluate the work done that month, and to plan for any upcoming
work or events. Below is a summary of the year’s activities/accomplishments.
Many of our activities (marked with asterisks below) are open to anyone who
would like to participate and are announced in the weekly bulletin.

Adopted Friends
Many of the Deacons have an adopted friend (a member who is homebound) who we
visit, phone, or send cards to. Currently, we have about 23 Adopted Friends.
Cards
Deacons remember staff birthdays and send celebration, get-well, as well as
bereavement, cards when appropriate.
*Casseroles
A freezer in the church kitchen is designated for casseroles. As we learn of members
who had surgery, are undergoing medical treatments, had a baby, or who may have
other needs, we deliver casseroles to help them out. Casserole kits, with suggested
recipes, are available at the Information Center.
Chancel Flowers
After Sunday’s services, the beautiful flowers that grace the Chancel (generously donated by members of the congregation) are taken to members who are hospitalized,
recuperating at home, or grieving.
Fellowship Activities
Regular fellowship activities may include the Pancake Supper at Lent, the Plant Swap
in the spring, a Strawberry Festival in June, and a Peach Festival in August.
Graduating Display
Each June Deacons provide a photo display to recognize the accomplishment of
graduates (high school, tech school, college/grad school, military).
*Greeters
Deacons coordinate the scheduling of volunteer greeters who welcome people at two
entry points before each Sunday service.
*Prayer Chain
81 faithful people are part of the Prayer Chain. Intercessory prayers are said for the
specific needs of Westminster members, their families and friends.
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2019 Officers:
Sue Bruegel, Moderator
Grace McCord, Vice Moderator
Staff: Ann Hatfield
Questions? Grace McCord
mccordkg123@comcast.net
Extended Communion
Deacon teams are both privileged and
blessed to take Extended Communion
on first Sundays or on any Wednesday
following the in-church Communion
Services to members who are homebound or hospitalized.
*Information Center
Deacons and church members staff the
Information Center each Sunday. We
answer questions, give directions and
greet many people each week. Visitor
information packets and casserole kits
are available.
*Prayer Shawls
A dedicated group of Westminster
knitters create prayer shawls that are
given to those who are suffering due
to illness or loss. Deacons deliver the
shawls to recipients and pray with them
for healing and peace.
*Worship in the Homes
On Sunday afternoons once a quarter,
Deacons and interested church
members go to three area nursing
homes and hold a worship service for
the residents. The service consists of
singing, reading of scripture, and a brief
sermon.

Stephen
Ministry

Boy Scout Troop 93

Scoutmaster: Mark Pontzer
Questions? Mark Pontzer, markpontzer@gmail.com or 610.322.5250

Leadership Team: Susan Hunter, Susan Morris,
and Mary Anna Reimann
Staff: Ann Hatfield
Questions? Ann Hatfield
ahatfield@westminsterpc.org
610.399.3377 ext. 114
Our Stephen Ministers have a strong passion for
bringing Christ’s love and care to people
during a time of need. It is comprised of men
and women, who provide care to people
experiencing a difficult time in life, such as grief,
divorce, job loss, anxiety, loneliness or illness.
Stephen Ministers “walk with” their Care Receiver
in a one-on-one, confidential relationship,
providing emotional support and spiritual
encouragement. In 2019, we joyfully
commissioned three people, who completed
the 50-hour training program: Kim Beazley,
Nancy McCabe, and Melanie Vicker. Throughout
the year, our nineteen active Stephen Ministers
worked in conjunction with our pastors to
provide care to numerous men and women
going through difficult times.
Typically, Stephen Ministers meet once a week
with their Care Receivers to listen and pray.
Stephen Ministers also meet twice a month for
ongoing support, education, and supervision
from the group and from the Stephen
Leadership Team.
.
In 2019, George Ealer, Julie Elicker, Diane
McCabe, Nick Tortorello, and Sandy Vicoli stepped
down from active involvement. We give thanks
for their faithful service. Additionally, for their
involvement this past year, we are deeply
grateful to our active Stephen Ministers:

2019 Stephen Ministers

Troup 93 serves breakfast at our Breakfast with Saint Nicholas event in December.

Troop 93 serves 40 young men with the assistance of over 20 registered
adult leaders. The troop strives to fulfill the BSA’s mission of preparing
young people to make ethical and moral choices over their lifetimes by
instilling in them the values of the Scout Oath and Law. Troop 93 meets on
Thursday nights and invites young men ages 11 to 17 to join Scouting.
2019 Highlights:
• Five Scouts earned the Eagle rank - more than 20% of the boys who join
Troop 93 become Eagle Scouts, five times the national average!
• 41 scouts and adult leaders attended a week of summer camp at Camp
Horseshoe in Maryland, and enjoyed swimming and boating, marksmanship, nature, and pioneering.
• 10 youth and adults spent ten days on the trail at Philmont Scout Ranch
in New Mexico, backpacking approximately 100 miles.
• 10 Scouts and adults attended a second week of summer camp at Hawk
Mountain Scout Reservation in the Poconos in August.
• Two Scouts joined 40,000 other Scouts from 152 countries from around
the World Scout Jamboree.
• Collected nearly 900 food items for the West Chester Food Bank during
the Scouting for Food drive in November.
• Constructed four lending library boxes and installed them at various sites
around Kennett Square.
• Collected numerous pet-care related items for LaMancha Animal Rescue.
• Built an orientation kiosk at Ingram’s Mill Nature Area for East Bradford
Township.
• Helped with several service projects at Westminster includuing: mulching
the preschool playground, landscaping area by the preschool entrance,
cleaning toys for the preschool, and assisting with the St. Nick’s breakfast.
• Collected hockey gear and apparel and donated them to an organization
that distributed them to needy young players.
• Converted an unused bathroom at Calvary Lutheran Church into a storage
area, and built shelves for more efficient storage.
• Built raised garden boxes at Sunrise Senior Living in Media.
• Put in a new shed for troop gear located to the west side of the church
parking lot, which freed up storage in Spellman Hall.
• Built a mobile composting bin and a waste/recycling/compostable trash
bin holder for the Brandywine Red Clay Alliance.
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The Year in Pictures

A team from Westminster spent a week at the Estado 29 orphanage

High schoolers spent a weekend away
at the Reality Retreat.

Glenn Kinckner led a reflective sacred
music concert in October.

In March, 57 women enjoyed a weekend of fellowship,
worship and prayer at the Women’s Retreat.

Several teams spent a week helping with
hurricane relief in NC. This was the March team.

Jim Hatfield and Bill Casswell were trained
to lead future Living Water mission trips.

Second annual Men’s Retreat was held in March at Sandy Cove.

2019 Vacation Bible School
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