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GATHERING THOUGHT
VIRUS

Religion that is pure and undefiled
before God, the Creator, is this:
to care for orphans and widows in their distress,
and to keep oneself unstained by the world.
—James 1.27
What if you tried to stay spotless from one stain and were marked
by a completely different one instead?
What if you are a carrier?
What if no amount of washing, even a baptism by immersion,
can remove the germ in you, silently replicating,
passing to everyone you touch, outfoxing the authorities,
leaping boundaries, outpacing all our defenses, changing you forever?
What if you self-quarantine and still it gets into you,
whether or not you are prepared, or worthy, or strong enough,
upsetting your life, your plans, your control?
What if you're too late,
you've already eaten the bread unwashed, drunk undefended?
What if by some impossible turn or by an ordinary encounter
it has infected you and you need to be careful in touching people
because it spreads, and soon it will change the world,
this living entity, with a life and will of its own,
gushing up to eternal life, this virus of Divine Love?
Steve Garnaas-Holmes

ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD
3rd Sunday of Lent
March 15, 2020
9:45 A.M.
PRELUDE
WELCOME

(Please fill out the guest book form online.)

CALL TO WORSHIP

(from Psalm 121)

Leader: I lift up my eyes to the hills – from where will my help
come?
People: My help comes from the LORD; who made heaven
and earth.
Leader: The LORD will not let your foot be moved; He who
keeps you will neither slumber nor sleep.
People: The LORD is my keeper; the Lord is the shade at my
right hand.
Leader: The LORD will keep you from all evil; the LORD will
keep your life.
People: The LORD will keep my going out and my coming
in, from this time on and forevermore. Let us worship
the LORD!

HYMN #32

I Sing The Mighty Power of God

(stand if able)

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy and merciful God, in Your presence we confess our
sinfulness, our shortcomings, and our offenses against You. You
alone know how often we have sinned in wandering from Your
ways, in wasting Your gifts, in forgetting Your love. Have mercy
on us when we forget that You alone are Lord. Forgive us when
we believe we have all we need in ourselves to make the world
right. Renew in us a confidence that all things are held in Your
hands – even these days – so that we might be relieved of our fear
and filled with hope anew…...(time for us to offer silent prayers
of confession).

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Pastor:
People:

Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

APOSTLES’ CREED

(please stand if able)

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into hell;
the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
MOMENT FOR CHILDREN
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
……….Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom, and the power
and the glory forever, Amen.
OFFERTORY

DOXOLOGY (please stand if able)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all
creatures here below. Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION(from Feasting on the Word)
O Lord, You are our God; we are the people of Your pasture, and
the sheep of Your hand. As you have fed us by Your mercy, and
been our Good Shepherd, so use us and our gifts to care for
everyone in Your flock. In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
(please be seated)
SCRIPTURE LESSON
Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
MEDITATION

Don Lincoln

HYMN #687

Our God, Our Help In Ages Past
Vss 1, 2, 3, 6

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
Thanks for worshipping with us today.

(stand if able)

