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This is week four of our summer preaching-teaching series on Philippians called 
“Invincible Joy”.  Today we dive into chapter two, coming to what the New Testament 
scholar N.T. Wright calls, the heart of Philippians.  Last Sunday Bob Boell shared with 
our Philippians class, how he chose Philippians 2:1-11, as the text for his sermon 
entitled, “If I Had Only One Sermon to Preach”, which was his final sermon he preached 
before his retirement.  
 
Today’s passage is profoundly important for those of us who bear the name of Christ as 
a Christian.  In these verses, Paul presents the very nature and character of God, 
revealed in Jesus Christ.  God’s nature and character continues to be revealed to the 
world through Christ’s church, when we are faithful to our calling.  This passage 
expands upon Paul’s earlier instructions to the Philippians in 1:27-30 to: “live in a 
manner worthy of the gospel of Jesus Christ”.  
 
Despite precarious circumstances of imprisonment and possible execution, Paul’s 
writing reveals that he is filled with joy and love.  His joy is his mission for Jesus Christ. 
Through his letter he passionately is striving for the flourishing of Christ’s gospel 
through the church in Philippi, beseeching them to complete his joy.  
 
He appeals to them for unity and humility, which for Paul are inseparable.  In verses 1-
2, he expresses a burning desire that they join him in Christ’s love and unity of purpose 
saying:  make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind.  
 
But unity alone is not the end goal here.  The goal is for Jesus’ followers to focus upon 
Jesus the Messiah, modeling their unity, their life together and their life in the world after 
him.  Paul appeals for humility in verses 3-4, saying:  “Do nothing from selfish ambition 
or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves.  Let each of you look 
not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.”  
 
Paul then bridges this call to unity and humility to the great Christ hymn that will follow 
by saying in verse 5:  “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.”  
 
The great Christ hymn that follows in verses 6-11, reveals the mind of Christ.  It lays out 
the very essence of God as revealed in Jesus.  God in Jesus does not exploit or grasp 
after equality with God, because that is not God’s way.  God instead puts on flesh and 
comes among us in human form through Jesus.  



And stunningly Jesus comes not in the form of an emperor or heroic military leader, but 
rather in the humble form of a slave.  The radical humility of Jesus reveals God’s true 
nature of self-giving love, which remains ever true, even unto death.  Jesus’ death on 
the cross is the perfect self-expression of the true God. 
 
In Paul’s time, the ancient world’s image of heroic leaders, who were considered as 
gods, would have been Alexander the Great (356-323 BC) or Emperor Augustus, 
leaders with tremendous power and military might.  That gives us a glimpse of how 
counter-cultural and subversive this humble image of the crucified Messiah was for 
those hearing Paul’s proclamation of Christ’s gospel.  
 
Where humility was considered weakness in the ancient world, Paul elevates is as a 
virtue.  Jesus sets aside his privilege for the sake of the world.  And through his humility 
unto death for our salvation, God then exalts him, giving him the name above every 
name so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend and every tongue confess 
Jesus Christ as Lord to the glory of God the Father. (2:9-11) 
 
The radical humility of Jesus Christ reveals the mind of Christ, which Paul wants Jesus’ 
followers to have among them.  Just as this radical humility was counter-cultural and 
subversive in the ancient world, so it continues to be in our modern world.  The self-
giving way of God in Jesus stands in stark contrast to self-serving and self-aggrandizing 
powers in the world.  
 
This radical humility challenges us to live differently as Christ’s body on earth.  “The 
self-giving passion of God, with us in Jesus Christ, is the passion of love, a passion for 
justice and joy, an acute sensitivity to the vulnerability, need, and suffering of others.”1  

 
This week I was introduced to a song that troubled me, called “Sing Me a Song About 
Jesus” by David LaMotte.  These are the words that got to me:  
 

“Sing me a song about Jesus.  
But please don’t sing about the poor.  
It’s already been a long day.  
I really don’t wanna hear anymore.  
Sing me a song about Jesus  
That will make me feel happy inside.  
Sing me a song about forgiveness  
That will make this lifestyle feel justified.” 

 
This song touched a nerve, poking at an uncomfortable truth.  We want to follow Jesus. 
We really do.  We intend to put our faith into action when things slow down.  One of 
these days we’ll have time on our hands.  Maybe then we’ll get around to doing the hard 
self-emptying work of standing with the poor and oppressed, seeking to ease their 
burdens, working for justice and peace.  Maybe then we’ll seek the mind of Christ.  But 
for right now, please sing us a happy song about Jesus that doesn’t ask anything of us. 
It’s been a long day and we need a break.  



In today’s text Paul tells us that the mind, the orientation, the way of being that was in 

Christ Jesus, now resides in the body of Christ, the church.  (Gulp. . .let that sink in!)  

We in no way do this perfectly.  Again and again we come up short as the song implies. 

 

But… sometimes we get it right.  And when we do. . .when we align our priorities with 

God’s priorities…when we get it right and find the courage to walk the talk in the humble 

way of Christ… when we take up our crosses to follow Jesus . . .then we become a holy 

community through whom God lifts up and repairs a broken world.  

 

It’s one thing to have our dogmatic beliefs about God.  It’s a whole other thing to put our faith 

into action, to walk the talk, practicing the radical humility, the self-giving way of Jesus Christ.  

 

We are living in a kairos moment, a moment pregnant with possibility.  We are living under a 

relentless pandemic that is spreading.  We are living in the midst of a tidal wave of righteous 

cries for racial justice and equity long over due.  We are living in a moment of enormous crisis 

and of enormous opportunity.  

 

This is the moment we are given.  As Christ’s followers, as Christ’s church, Paul invites us to 

live into this moment with the mind of Christ.  We are invited to practice radical humility, giving 

of ourselves for the sake of our neighbors.  It is a time to set our eyes on Jesus, who chose 

not to exploit his privilege as God, but set it aside, taking the form of a slave, being obedient 

unto death on a cross for the sake of the world.  

 

In this moment we are given, will we seek the mind of Christ in unity and humility as his 

followers?  Can we find the grace to set aside privilege and self-interest to embody the self-

giving love of Christ for the sake of others?  

 

Are we willing to put on a mask in public to protect our community?  Are we willing to do the 

hard work that is required of us, to not turn away, but to lean in and listen to the voices of 

black and brown neighbors who continue to suffer the insidiousness of systemic racism?  

 

God glorifies Jesus as he pours out his life for the world.  And Jesus continues to be glorified 

through his Church when we his followers, his disciples live lives of radical humility, looking 

out for the well being of others.  

 

Martin Luther King Jr., reiterates Paul’s message when he says: The ultimate measure of a 

person is not where they stand in moments of comfort and convenience but where they stand 

in times of challenge and controversy.  The true neighbor will risk their position, their prestige, 

and even their life for the welfare of others.  In dangerous valleys and hazardous pathways, 

they will lift some bruised brother or sister to a higher and more noble life.2  
 



Our world cries out for greater mercy, justice and loving-kindness.  In this moment of crisis 

and opportunity, may we, Christ’s disciples, Christ’s Church, rise to be the true neighbor.  

May the self-giving love of Jesus be reflected in our lives and in our church.  And through our 

witness by living lives of radical humility, may we bring glory to Jesus our Messiah, before 

whom “every knee shall bend in heaven and on earth and under the earth and every tongue 

should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (2:10-11)  

 
 
1. (William Greenway, Feasting on the Word, Year A, Volume 4, p. 112)  
2. (Martin Luther King Jr., “Strength to Love”, p.26) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Westminster Presbyterian Church • 10 West Pleasant Grove Road • West Chester, PA  19382 


